Walking in the Original / Ephesians 5:21-25 (ESV)
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Marriage Series: Part 3

Review: What is God’s original design for marriage?
#1 Covenant relationship which reflects Christ’s covenantal love for His church
#2 Sanctification: growing in Christ-likeness

Question: What does it look like to walk/operate in the original design?
SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 5:21-25 (ESV)
21

submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 22 Wives, submit to your own
husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head
of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so
also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. 25 Husbands, love your wives, as
Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,

Wives submit to your own husbands... husbands love your wives
- While God’s design is for a wife to submit to her husband, this is not meant to be oppressive because a
husband is called to love his wife, as Christ loved the church (v25).
* This means that husbands are to “die” for their wives: putting the wife’s needs/interests above his own, and
considering her, better than himself.
Also, v21 tells us that all Christians are to submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
- Wives submitting to husbands is a specific application of a general command given to all Christians.
- So both husband and wife, are to submit to one another out of reverence for Christ: the husband specifically
does so by laying down his life for his wife, and the wife specifically does so by submitting herself to her
husband.
* Walking in the original design is essentially a relationship of love and service to one another, which pictures
Christ’s covenantal love for us, and teaches us to become more like Him.

How does this picture Christ’s love and teach us to become more like Him?

Philippians 3:3-11 (ESV)- 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more
significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests
of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was
in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Wives: Christ is the ultimate example of submission: He voluntarily emptied Himself, and laid down His life in
complete submission/obedience to His Father, in love for us.
Husbands: Christ is the ultimate example of sacrificial love: Though He was equal with God, He voluntarily laid
aside His glory and His comfort, and He used His power not for His own benefit, but for ours.
* B/c of this (vv9-11), God exalted Christ to the highest place of honor.

How can we live this way?
Understand that it was Christ’s humiliation that resulted in His exaltation.
* To walk in the original design, we must understand that in the Kingdom of God, the way up is to go down. To
be great, is to become a servant.

Mark 10:42-45 (ESV)- 42 And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are
considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over
them. 43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant,
44
and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Husbands: to be great, you must love and serve your wife, as Christ loved and served you
Wives: to be great, you must love and serve your husband, as Christ has loved and served you
Christians: to be great, you must love and serve one another, as Christ has loved and served you

What if they don’t deserve it?!
- Ask yourself, “Did I deserve even an ounce of Jesus’ blood and grace?”
* Our husband or wife or brother or sister may not deserve our love/service, but Jesus always does. This is why
we are to “submit to one another out of reverence for Christ (v21)

The Power to walk in the original
- To live in the original design, we must be so totally overwhelmed by the grace of God in Christ, that we can’t
help but extend the same grace to others, even if they don’t deserve it.

Practical Application:
“How can I serve______________ today”
* Difficult and dangerous task!
- We must remember that we do this, “out of reverence for Christ” (v21)
- We must depend on the power of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18-21)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. In the sermon, it was mentioned that the biblical command for wives to submit to their husbands has been
wrongly used by men to justify the subjugation of women. Men, in what ways have you been / are you guilty of
doing this? Are there ways in your thinking or actions, that you view or treat women as less than equal to men? If
so, why do you think that is, and what can help you to correct that?
2. The biblical commands for both wives and husbands in this passage are not easy ones, but they are God’s
prescription for marriage. Ladies, in what ways do you struggle with the command for wives to “submit to your
own husbands”? Men, in what ways do you struggle with the command to “love your wives as Christ loved the
church”? Why do you think you struggle with these commands? What can help you to overcome these struggles
and walk in the way God has prescribed for marriage?
3. In the sermon, it was mentioned that one of the things that can keep us from loving / serving others is the
feeling that they don’t deserve it. How has this been true in your life? How can a deeper understanding of the
gospel help us to not withhold love to those we feel don’t deserve it? Who in your life do you need to give
undeserving love to, and in what ways can you do so this week?
4. The practical application in this sermon was to think of how you can serve one person every day this week. If
you have yet to apply this, share about who that person will be, and in what ways you will try to serve them. Also,
share about what steps you can take to ensure that your serving is fueled by the gospel, out of reverence for
Christ, and not out of expectation for something in return. If you have already applied this, share about how it
has gone thus far (What has been difficult and why? Have there been any blessings you experienced through
this? What has God been teaching you through this?)

